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Ov er v iew  

 

This paper requires students to produce t w o  pieces of cont inuous writ ing. 

Candidates are asked to choose two t it les from  a choice of six. Candidates are advised to write 

about  300 words on each of their chosen topics. The six t it les include a range of writ ing styles. 

Each piece of wr it ing is m arked out  of 30 according to the m arking grid on pages 6-7 of the 

specificat ion. The 30 m arks are awarded for 

 

 Content  and Com m unicat ion (18 m arks)  

 Applicat ion of Language (6 m arks)  

 Accuracy of wr it ing (6 m arks)  

 

Can d idat e p er f o r m an ce 

 

The m ost  popular quest ions were quest ions 1, 2 and 5. These were then followed by quest ions 

4, 3 then 6. 

 

Qu est ion  1   

 

Candidates were asked to write a let ter to a fr iend who lives abroad, whom they have not  

seen for 10 years. Candidates were required to write an inform al let ter to cover different  

changes happening throughout  the 10 years of absence, such as changes in em ploym ent , 

educat ion, personal life, social life, culture, am bit ions and plans. 

 

This was the most  popular quest ion am ong the candidates. Most  candidates responded to the 

required task in the form  of a let ter and scored well.  Some candidates wrote about  specific 

topics, such as global warm ing or the world econom y, rather that  m ore inform al, fam iliar  

issues, as ment ioned above.  Unfortunately, these responses did not  score highly as they did 

not  m eet  the requirements in the upper m ark band for ‘content  and communciat ion’. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

  

Candidates were asked to write an art icle giving their  opinions about  the purpose of working. 

Candidates were required to write an essay covering the m oral value of work and its financial 

reward. Candidate could refer to different  careers and their  financial and m oral im pact , or to 

charitable work and its invaluable m oral sat isfact ion. 

 

This was equally a popular quest ion for the candidates. The m ajorit y understood the 

expectat ion of the quest ion and responded accordingly.  Som e candidates rest r icted their  

responses by writ ing on the im portance of work in life, and how it  m ight  tackle laziness. These 

candidates were unable to score highly in the ‘content  and communicat ion’ mark band as the 

essay was not  fully developed.  

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

Candidates were asked to write a report  about  wom en’s roles in Arabic society. Candidates 

were expected to refer to issues such as the current  status of wom en’s roles in Arabic society, 

the expected/ ideal role of wom en in Arabic society, the social t reatm ent  of wom en, the social 



barr iers, the religious concept  with relat ion to the role of wom en in society and the im portance 

of wom en in taking part  in the developm ent  of society. 

 

This quest ion was the least  popular am ongst  candidates. However, those candidates that  did 

at tem pt  this quest ion responded well to the required task and m anaged to score well for  

‘content  and comm unicat ion’.  Some candidates neglected the requirem ent  of this quest ion to 

‘write a report ’ and they gave their own views in an essay form  or a speech that  did not  m eet  

the requirem ents for ‘content  and comm unicat ion’. 

 

 

Qu est ion  4  

Candidates were asked to write a speech giving their opinion about  the not ion that  children 

learn best  by im itat ing others. Candidates were expected to write about  how children learn by 

im itat ing their parents or adults, and how adults are considered to be a role m odel for children 

and how they should behaviour appropriately to set  a good example to children. 

A large number of candidates did not  score well in this quest ion as they concent rated 

specifically on the them e of br inging up children, and about  the role of schools in this regard. 

However, those who scored well here presented highly accurate pieces of writ ing, which 

reflected excellent  com petencies in st ructure and gram m ar in the target  language.     

 

Qu est ion  5   

 

Candidates were asked to write a form al let ter to the Minister of Environm ent  using persuasive 

language to request  the increase of the spending on recycling projects. Candidates were 

expected to cover the benefits of general recycling and household waste, the financial benefits 

of recycling, the generat ion of opportunity, the im provement  of the count ry’s im age and 

reduct ion of pollut ion and health hazards. 

 

This proved to be a very popular quest ion amongst  candidates. The majority who at tempted it  

m anaged to score well as the them e is an important  topic at  present . A small num ber of 

candidates did not  scored well because they rushed into writ ing about  environm ental issues in 

general, and therefore they distanced them selves from  the required task. 

 

 

Qu est ion  6  

  

Candidates were asked to narrate an event  relat ing to the im age in the picture, which m ay 

include reference to art  exhibit ions, photography, tourism , and other such relevant  act ivit ies 

as the picture m ight  provide. 

 

This was the least  popular quest ion am ong candidates. However, a good number of those who 

at tem pted it  scored well. Candidates who were not  so successful were those who used the 

picture as a rem inder of an event , which had no relevance to any of the im ages in the picture. 

 

  



Ad v ice t o  can d id at es 

 

Candidates are advised to:   

 

1.  Enrich their  general knowledge of the Arabic language through reading different  styles 

of wr it ing from  books, magazines, newspapers and internet , as well as acquir ing 

knowledge from  other m edia sources. 

 

2.  Read and understand previous I nternat ional GCSE exam  m aterial which norm ally 

carr ies valuable inform at ion, which can be very helpful when preparing for future 

exam s. 

 

3.  Read the model sam ple answers of previous exam s. 

 

4.  Fam iliar ise them selves with the form at  of the quest ion paper. 

 

5.  Adhere to writ ing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 

 

6.  Clearly m ark the quest ion of their  choice and answer it  in the specified area ( lined 

pages)  ensuring that  there is no answer to any other quest ion in the sam e area. 

 

7.  Ask for ext ra lined paper from  invigilators should the specified area not  be large 

enough for their response. 

 

8.  Underline the im portant  words or phrases in the quest ion that  refer to the required 

response to ensure that  they respond to the ent ire task. 

 

 

 

  



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for  this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

 

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundar ies.aspx 
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